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INTRODU  CTIO  N. 


MANY  and  indubitable  are  the  inftances  cf 
the  pofiibility  of  reftoring  to  life  perfons 
apparently  (truck  with  fudden  death  *  whether  the 
evil  proceeded  from  a  ftroke  of  apoplexy,  con- 
vulfive  fits,  fuffbcation  by  noxious  vapours,  (tran- 
gulation  by  the  cord*  or  drowning  *  although  the 
party  had  remained  fenfelefs,  and  without  any  the 
lead  figns  of  life,  for  a  confiderable  time  *.  Cafes 
of  this  nature  have  occafionally  prefented  themfelves 
in  every  country  *  and  although  they  could  not 
fail  to  furprife  for  a  feafon,  yet  they  were  confidered 
and  negleffed  as  very  fingular  and  extraordinary 
phoenomena,  from  which  no  falutary  confequences 
could  be  drawn. 

*  The  memoirs  of  the  fociety,  inftituted  at  Amferdam, 
mention  feveral  cafes,  well  attelled,  where  the  patients  conti¬ 
nued  upwards  of  an  hour,  without  any  figns  of  life,  after  they 
were  taken  out  of  the  water,  and  were  yet  reftored. 
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Tnefe  repeated  in  (lances  at  length  attradled 
the  attention  of  fome  benevolent  Gentlemen  in 
Holland ;  where,  from  the  great  abundance  of 
canals  and  inland  feas,  the  inhabitants  are  particu¬ 
larly  expofed  to  accidents  by  water.  They  per¬ 
ceived  with  deep  regret,  that  numbers,  and  thofe 
principally  among  the  mod  laborious  and  de- 
ferving  part  of  the  community,  were  annually 
drowned  :  and  they  juftly  conjedured  that  fome  at 
lead  might  have  been  faved,  had  they  not  been 
entirely  abandoned  as  dead,  or  very  fuperficially 
treated.  They  carefully  collected  the  hints  that 
were  difperfed  through  various  publications,  con¬ 
cerning  the  method  of  treating  perfons  in  this  cri¬ 
tical  date.  Thefe  they  made  public,  and  propofed 
rewards  to  thofe  who  fhould  put  them  into  exe¬ 
cution.  Their  humane  attempts  far  exceeded  their 
mod  fanguine  expeditions.  They  became  indru- 
mental  in  the  redoration  of  feveral,  who  mud 
otherways  have  perifhed  inevitably.  This  furprifing 
fuccefs  engaged  the  general  notice,  and  was  fo 
univerfally  countenanced,  that  they  were  at  length 
enabled  to  form  themfelves  into  a  refpedlable  fo- 
ciety,  and  extend  their  plan  over  the  feven  provinces. 
And  it  mud  afford  real  pleafure  to  every  friend  of 
the  unfortunate  to  be  informed,  that  about  150 
perfons,  of  whom  the  lives  of  many  were  very  im¬ 
portant  to  their  families,  and  to  the  community, 
have  been  redeemed  from  death  in  the  fpace  of 
a  few  years.  .  •.  . 

The  authentic  tedimonies  produced  of  their 
remarkable  fuccefs,  indigated  other  countries  alfo 
to  imitate  their  example.  Jn  the  year  1768,  the 
magidrates  of  health  at  Milan  and  Venice  iffued 
orders  for  the  treatment  of  drowned  perfons. 
The  city  of  Hamburgh  appointed  a  fimilar  ordinance 
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to  be  read  in  all  their  churches,  extending  their 
fuccour  not  only  to  the  drowned ,  but  to  the  ftrangled, 
to  thofe  fuffocated  by  noxious  vapours,  and  to  the 
frozen.  The  firft  part  of  the  Dutch  Memoirs  was 
prefentcd  to  the  Imperial  academy  at  Peterlburgh, 
and  was  trandated  into  the  Ruffian  language,  by 
command  of  the  Emprefs.  In  the  year  1769,  the 
Emprefs  of  Germany  publiffied  an  ediCt,  extending  its 
directions  and  encouragement  to  every  cafe  of  acci¬ 
dental  death  that  afforded  a  poffibility  of  relief.  In 
ihe  year  1771,  the  magiftrates  of  the  city  of  Paris 
founded  an  inftitution  alfo  in  favour  of  the  drowned. 
And  the  repeated  inftances  of  fuccefs  in  each  coun¬ 
try  have  abundantly  confirmed  the  truth  of  the  faffs 
related  in  the  Amfterdam  Memoirs. 

In  the  year  1773,  Dr.  Cogan  tranilated  thefe  Me¬ 
moirs  *,  in  order  to  inform  this  part  of  the  world  of 
the  practicability  of  recovering  perfons  apparently 
drowned :  And  Mr.  Hawes  having  alfo  exerted  his 
endeavours  to  excite  the  attention  of  the  public  to 
the  fame  fubjeCt,  thefe  gentlemen  united  and 
propofed  a  Plan  for  the  introduction  of  a  fi milar 
inftitution  into  thefe  kingdoms.  This  was  fo  well 
received,  and  met  with  fo  much  encouragement  from 
feveral  gentlemen  of  influence,  that  they  were  loon 
enabled  to  form  a  Society  to  promote  its  laudable 
defians. 

The  Members  of  this  Society  flatter  themfelves, 
that  the  peculiar  humanity  and  importance  of  fuch 
an  Inftitution  will  fufficiently  recommend  it.  They 

*  See  the  S.femoirs  of  the  Society  inftituted  at  Amjlcrdam 
in  favour  o?  drowned  perfons,  publifhed  by  Mr.  G.  Robinfon , 
Rater -r.ojier- row.  Thefe  are  earneftly  recommended  io  th.epe- 
rufal  of  every  one.  They  contain  fuch  a  variety  of  cafes,  mi¬ 
nutely  related  and  well  authenticated,  as  would  render  it  un¬ 
pardonable  in  us  not  to  attempt  a  limilar  Inftitution, 
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rejoice  in  the  encouragement  it  has  already  received, 
and  doubt  not  its  continuing  to  meet  with  that  pa¬ 
tronage  from  the  Public,  which  itdefervedly  claims. 

The  objects  thefe  humane  inftitucions  attempt  to 
relieve,  are  the  moll  pitiable  of  any  that  can  be 
imagined.  Their  view  is,  to  reftore  fuch  as  have 
in  an  inftant  been  numbered  among  ft  the  dead ,  by 
fome  dreadful  difafter,  or  by  dome  fudden  impulfe 
of  phrenfy. 

With  refpedt  to  the  latter  clafs,  although  it  is 
miftery  in  one  lhape  or  other  that  drives  any  one  to 
commit  the  horrid  crime  of  fuicide ,  yet  every  ferious 
and  confiderate  mind  muft  earnestly  wifh  to  fnatch 
them  from  fuch  a  deftrudtion  ;  that  their  fouls  may 
not  rufh  into  the  prefence  of  their  Creator,  ftained 
with  the  guilt  of  murder ;  and  that  their  relations 
may  alfo  be  refcued  from  the  fhame  as  well  as  lofs 
to  which  fuch  rafhnefs  expofes  them.  In  fome 
cafes,  perhaps,  they  may  repeat  their  attempts,  and 
elude  air  endeavours  to  fave  them;  yet  as  their 
horrid  defjgns  are  moftly  the  effect  of  a  temporary 
phrenfy,  there  is  greater  reafon  to  expedf,  that 
when  returned  to  their  fenfes,  they  will  rejoice  in 
their  efcape,  and  cordially  thank  their  deliverers. 

Another  clafs  whom  thefe  inftitutions  are  intend¬ 
ed  to  befriend,  are  the  induftrious  Poor:  Thefe, 
from  working  upon  the  water,  and  in  mines,  &c.  are 
neceffarily  expofed  to  the  difafters  mentioned  above: 
and  furely  they  have  a  kind  of  demand  upon  us, 
to  hep  in,  and  avert,  if  pofiible,  the  fatal  confe- 
q lienees  to  which  they  are  expofed,  by  ferving  the 
community  with  their  labours,  and  gaining  an  ho« 
neft  livelihood  for  themfeives  and  families. 

But  thefe  eflablifhments  intend  a  general  benefit. 
They  provide  a  poffibility  of  reftorauon,  which 
may  affect  individuals  in  any  fphere  of  life,  either 
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in  their  own  perfons  or  in  their  connexions.  There 
is  fcarcely  any  one  but  what  is  expofed  to  accidents 
by  water,  where  bufinefs  or  pleafure  may  call  them. 
And  how  many  a  parent  is  hourly  fubjeX  to  the 
danger  of  feeing  a  fprightly  and  adventurous  fon 
brought  home  to  him  a  breathlefs  corpfe!  What 
would  they  not  give  at  that  inftant  for  the  moft 
diftant  hopes  of  a  recovery  ! 

Thefe  few  hints  may  convince  every  thinking 
man  of  the  great  importance,  and  peculiar  huma¬ 
nity  of  fuch  eftablifhments ;  nor  can  we  harbour  a 
doubt,  but  that  (as  foon  as  the  general  attention 
fhall  be  properly  fixed  upon  this  objeX)  the  fame 
benevolent  fpirit  that  has  made  provifion  for  every 
other  cafe  of  diftrefs,  will  be  eager  to  reflore  a 
father  to  the  fatherlefs>  a  hujhand  to  the  widow ,  and 
a  living  child  to  the  bofom  of  its  mournful  parents. 

THE  PLAN. 

I.  The  Society  has  undertaken  to  publifh,  in  a$ 
extenfive  a  manner  as  pofiible,  the  proper  methods  of 
treating  perfons  in  thofe  unfortunate  circumftances. 

II.  To  diftribute  a  premium  of  two  Guineas 
among  the  firfb  perfons,  not  exceeding  four  in 
number,  who  will  attempt  to  recover  man,  woman, 
or  child,  taken  opt  of  the  water  for  dead,  within 
the  cities  of  London  and  tVeftminJler ,  or  the  parts  ad¬ 
jacent;  provided  they  had  not  been  longer  than  two 
hours  under  the  water ;  and  provided  they  perfevere 
in  the  ufe  of  the  means  recommended,  and  no 
others,  pnlefs  under  the  direction  of  a  regular  praXi- 
tjoner,  for  the  fpace  of  two  hours  :  This  reward  to 
be  given  though  they  may  not  prove  fuccefsful. 

III.  To  diftribute  in  like  manner  four  Guineas 
wherever  the  patient  has  been  reftored  to  life. 

IV.  To  give  to  any  publican,  or  other,  who  fhall 
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admit  the  body  into  his  houfe  without  delay,  and 
furnifh  the  neceflary  accommodations,  the  fum  of 
one  Guinea  ;  and  alfo  to  fecure  them  from  the  charge 
of  burial,  in  unfuccefsful  cafes. 

V.  A  certain  number  of  medical  gentlemen,  Ra¬ 
tioned  near  to  the  places  where  difafters  by  water 
are  moft  frequent,  have  engaged  to  give  their  afiift- 
ance  gratis  \  thefe  gentlemen  are  to  have  a  fu  mi  ga¬ 
tor,  and  other  neceffaries,  always  in  readinefs  *. 

They  Hatter  themfelves,  that  by  thefe  regulations 
many  individuals,  in  and  about  this  metropolis, 
will  be  fecure  of  the  beft  and  moft  immediate  af- 
fiftance  in  this  critical  ftate  :  And,  where  it  fhould 
not  prove  fuccefsful,  their  relations  will  always 
have  the  fatisfadlion  of  reflecting,  that  the  laft  ef¬ 
forts  have  not  been  neglected. 


The  general  advantages  arifing  from  this  plan  are 
many,  and  mu  ft  be  obvious  to  every  one.  Although 
accidents  by  water  may  not  be  fo  frequent  in  or 
about  this  city  as  in  fome  parts  of  Holland ,  yet 
they  are  fufficiently  numerous  to  awaken  the  con¬ 
cern  of  every  compaflionate  breaft.  The  bills  of 
mortality  inform  us,  that  no  lefs  than  one  hundred 
and  twenty-three  perfons  were  drowned  within  their 
limits  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  year.  It  is  true  fome 
few  of  them,  being  carried  off  by  the  tide,  were 
not  found  for  fome  days,  and  their  recovery  became 


*  Although  the  fociety  deem  it  neceflary,  at  prefent,  to 
confine  their  premiums  to  the  cafes  of  drowned  perfons  only, 
as  thefe  inftances  moft  frequently  occur  in  and  about  this  me¬ 
tropolis,  and  feem  moft  entitled  to  their  humane  afiiftance  j 
yet  it  is  their  defire  to  be  extenfively  ufeful,  by  informing  the 
public,  that  the  means  of  reftoration  are  applicable  to  fup- 
pofed  deaths  from  various  orher  caufes,  fuch  as  ftrargula- 
lion  by  the  cord,  fuffocation  by  damps  ^nd  nox;ous  vapours, 
to  thofe  feized  with  convulfive  and  apople&ic  fits,  and  to  the 
frozen. 
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totally  impofiible.  But  the  majority  were  in  more 
favourable  circumdances,  and  feveral  of  them 
might,  in  all  probability,  have  been  redored  by  a, 
fpeedy  and  judicious  treatment.  Suppofe  but  one  in 
ten  redored,  what  man  would  think  the  defigns  of 
this  fociety  unimportant,  were  himfelf,  his  relation* 
pr  his  friend— — -that  one  ? 

But  farther.  The  public  in  general  will  be  in- 
druded  in  what  manner  to  proceed,  in  thefe  and 
qther  cafes  of  apparent  deaths,  wherever  they  may 
happen  ;  and  they  will  be  excited  to  exert  their 
ut moll  endeavours,  when  they  are  adored  upon  the 
heft  authority,  that  of  repeated  and  inconteftible 
fads,  that  perfons  have  been  recovered,  after  there 
was  not  one  fign  of  life  remaining,  and  after  the 
means  have  been  employed  for  upwards  of  an  heur t 
without  any  vifihle  fuccefs.  It  is  not  to  be  imagined 
that  they  will  any  longer  fatisfy  their  own  minds* 
with  the  fame  fuperficial  attention  they  would  be-> 
flow  upon  a  favourite  animal  in  the  like  circunv 
fiances.  There  is  every  reafon  to  hope,  that  a 
general  fpirit  of  trying  thefe  falutary  experiments* 
with  vigour  and  perfeverance,  will  be  diffufed  over 
the  whole  kingdom  ;  produdive  of  the  mod  happy 
confequences  to  multitudes. 

May  we  not  exped  alfo,  that  other  parts  of  the 
nation  will  imitate  the  example  fet  thern  in  this 
metropolis,  and  form  fimilar  inditutions,  to  avert 
the  evils  to  which  the  inhabitants  may  be  peculiarly 
liable,  by  their  fituation  or  employ  ?  How  benefi¬ 
cial  they  might  prove  in  fea  forts ,  in  any  large  town 
by  the  fide  of  a  river,  and  particularly  in  countries 
abounding  with  rmnesK ,  where  numbers  have  been, 
in  an  intlanr,  fuffocated  by  fudden  damps  *,  we 
mud  leave  to  the  confederation  of  the  powerful  and 
opulent  in  thofe  refpediye  counties. 
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It  plainly  appears  alfo,  from  the  above  plan, 
that  when  the  firft  and  extraordinary  charges  are 
defrayed,  the  current  expences  will  only  bear  an 
£xa&  proportion  to  the  attempts  adtually  made  for 
the  reftoration  of  life.  So  that,  if  the  accidents  be 
few,  the  demands  will  be  trivial.  Yet,  notwith- 
ftanding  thefe  advantages,  the  fociety  is  obliged  to 
folicit  the  afiiftance  of  the  generous.  The  fum  al-_ 
ready  fubfcribed  will  enable  them  to  afiift  but  a  very 
few  of  the  numerous  cales,  which  are  likely  to  occur 
in  the  courfe  of  the  year, — perhaps  not  enough  to 
give  the  methods  recommended  a  juft  trial.  They 
are  not  fo  fanguine  as  to  imagine  all  would  recover 
by  the  moft  advantageous  treatment ;  yet  they  flatter 
themfelves,  from  the  fuccefs  of  fimilar  inflitutions 
abroad,  that  public  benevolence  will  enable  them  to 
be  produdtive  of  equal  benefits  to  the  community. 

Thofe  who  are  willing  to  encourage  this  humane 
defign,  are  informed  that  fubfcriptions  are  taken  ii^ 
at  the  following  places,  viz. 

London  Coffee-houfe ,  Ludgat  e-hill ; 

Chapter  Coffee-houfe ,  Pater-nofter-row  y 
New -Tor k  Coffee-  houfe ,  Cornhilly 
Ship  T avern ,  Radcliffe  -  Hig  hway . 
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LIST  of  the  Directors. 

Rt.  Hon.  Frederick  Bull,  Efq;  Ld.  Mayor. 

Mr.  N.  Laban  Bee,  No.  28,  Surgeon  and  Apothe¬ 
cary,  Laurence  Pountney -lane. 

Mr.  J.  Beaumont,  Surgeon,  Villiers-ftreet ,  York- 
buildings . 

Mr.  James  Briew,  Surgeon  and  Apothecary,  Shad- 
wellfireet . 

Rev.  Mr.  Boullier,  Wood-fir  eeL  Spinal-fields, 

Mr.  T.  Billinghurft,  Surgeon,  Piccadilly. 

Mr.  William  Boyce,  Surgeon  and  Apothecary, 
Upper  Ground  near  Black  Friars  Bridge 
Mr.  Carter,  Siretton  Ground ,  Wefiminfier . 

Mr.  John  Church,  Surgeon,  Ifiington . 

Dr.  Thomas  Cogan,  Pater- nofter- row. 

R.  C.  Efq;  Temple. 

Dr.  John  Conder,  Clapton. 

Mr.  Churchill,  Apothecary,  Wefiminfier . 

Mr.  Benjamin  Cox,  Surgeon  and  Apothecary,  Broad 
ftreet ,  Radcliffe. 

Mr.  R.  Davids,  Surgeon  and  Apothecary,  Belviden 
Houfe ,  South  Lambeth 
Mr.  Delver,  Fell-fir  eet^  near  Wood fir eet. 

Mr.  Dryfdale,  at  Lady  Lade’s ,  Hanover  fiquare . 

Rev.  Mr.  Van  Effen,  Yhreadneedle  ftreet. 

Mr.  Forbes,  Surgeon  and  Apothecary,  Fleet-flreet . 
Mr.  Forfter,  Surgeon,  St.  Michael’s- alley ,  Cornhill, 
Dr.  John  Ford,  Old  Jewry. 

Mr.  Ford,  Surgeon,  Mark-lane. 

Mr.  F  >x,  Holborn. 

Mr.  Gardner,  Strand. 

Mr.  Good,  Grace  church  ftreet. 

Mr.  Goodwin,  Surgeon,  Black  Fields , 

Dr.  Goldfmith. 
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Mr.  Gray,  Surgeon  and  Apothecary,  Rotherhithe . 
Mr.  Green,  Surgeon  and  Apothecary,  Wrapping. 

G.  Hadley,  Efq;  Southampton- Buildings. 

Mr.  Harris,  6V.  Paul's  Church-yard. 

Mr.  Harris,  Surgeon  and  Apothecary,  New  Palace - 
yard. 

Mr.  Oakley  Halford,  Surgeon  and  Apothecary, 
Chelfea.  ...  ,  .  ... 

Mr.  Hatch,  Surgeon  and  Apothecary,  Bridge-Jlreet , 
Wefiminfier. 

John  Hodgfon,  Surgeon  and  Apothecary,  No, 
290,  V/apping . 

Mr.  Hodgfon,  Martin*  s-le- Grand. 

Mr.  Hole,  Surgeon,  IJlington . 

J.  Hopkins,  Efq;  Temple. 

James  Horsfall,  Elq;  F.  R.  S.  Temple. 

Mr.  W.  Hawes,  Apothecary,  Strand. 

Mr.  Hawes,  Thames- fir  eet , 

Mr.  John  Jacob,  hijh-ftreet  hill. 

Mr.  Jof  Jacob,  Mary -Ax. 

Dr.  Jeffries,  Bijhopfgate  fireet . 

Dr.  Irwin,  Marygold  Stairs. 

Rev.  Mr.  Jones,  Peckham. 

Mr.  Jones,  Temple. 

Mr.  B.  Juftamond,  Surgeon,  Palace  Yar4.. 

Mr.  Rirkby,  Surgeon,  James-ftreet ,  Covent-Garden.. 
Dr.  Kooyftra,  Garlick-hill. 

Dr.  Letfom,  F.  R.  S.  Gmz/  Cheap. 

Mr.  William  Maddox,  Surgeon  and  Apothecary, 
Rotheahithe . 

Mr.  John  Marfhall,  Surgeon  and  Apothecary, 

Wapping. 

Mr.  William  Midford,  Surgeon,  Burr-ftreet. 

Mr.  Samuel  Gillam  Mills,  Surgeon  and  Apothe¬ 
cary,  Greenwich. 

Robert:  Palmer,  Efq;  Great  Ruffel-ftreet. 

Mr.  John  Parkinfon,  Surgeon  and  Apothecary, 

Hoxton  Sonar e. 


(  *3  i 

Mr.  Samuel  Patten,  Radcliffe  Crofs. 

Mr.  Pearfon,  Apothecary,  Norton  Falgate. 

Mr.  John  Payne,  Field  Court ,  Grafs  Inn . 

Mr.  Warner  Phipps,  JVardrobe  Court . 

Mr.  J.  H.  Pierce. 

J.  Porter,  Efq;  Comptroller  General  of  his  Ma* 
jefty’s  Cuftoms  in  America. 

S.  Prime,  Efq*,  Bedford-row. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Rich,  Gray' s~ Inn. 

Mr.  Sharpe,  Surgeon,  Old  Jewry . 

Mr.  Smith,  Apothecary,  Limeboufe . 

Rev.  Mr.  Sowcien,  Blewit's  Buildings ,  Fetter-lane . 
Mr.  Stone,  Bow  Church-yard. 

Mr.  Gerard  Teife,  Surgeon  and  Apothecary,  Li ttk 
Hermit  age -ftreety  Wapping. 

Mr.  F.  Thomas,  Surgeon,  Greenwich. 

T.  To  wers,  Efq;  Harcut  Buildings ,  Fempls . 

Mr.  Towers,  Fore- ft  reel . 

Mr.  Towgood,  No.  12,  American  fquare. 

Mr.  Townfend,  Fleet-ftreet. 

Dr.  Watfon,  F.  R.  S.  Lincoln  s  inn  fields . 

Mr.  Watfon,  Apothecary,  Holborn. 

Mr.  G.  Williams,  Apothecary,  No.  31  p^Wapping- 
ftreet. 

Mr.  G.  Wood. 

The  Rt. Hon. FREDERICK  BULL,  President; 
JAMES  HORSFALL,  Efq-,  F.R.S.  Treasurer* 
Mr.  J.-B.  RICH,  Attorney  at  Law,  Secretary. 

N.  B.  Five  Guineas  at  one  Payment  conftitute  a 
perpetual  Dire&or. 

One  Guinea  per  Annum  conftitutes  an  annual 
Director. 
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